Introduction to Arabic

Spring 2011
Saturdays, March 26 – June 4, 2011
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Arabic Evangelical Baptist Church
222 Spring Street, West Roxbury, MA 02132

Lighthouse Academy (Room 116)
Course Objectives:

The main objective of this course is to bring students to a full mastery of the Arabic sounds and writing system. In addition, students will be introduced to a number of greetings and other common expressions, and will acquire and learn to use approximately 150 basic words. Finally, students will be exposed to cultural information and discussions with the goal of creating an awareness and appreciation of the Arabic language.

By the end of the course, students should be able to do the following with relative ease: 

1. distinguish by ear all the sounds of the Arabic language
2. produce all the sounds of the Arabic language, both in speech and writing

3. sound out any given Arabic text composed of familiar words and expressions; or do so with the use of diacritical marks

4. comfortably use basic words and expressions in everyday speech situations.

Course Requirements:

Students will be expected to make regular use of the DVDs accompanying the textbook and spend ample time on pronunciation and writing exercises outside the class. It is essential that students become thoroughly familiar with each new set of sounds and letters and complete all pronunciation and writing drills prior to each class. Class time will be devoted to drilling, dictation, reading and other activities designed to reinforce what students studied before coming to class. 

The textbook, Alif Baa, which contains 10 units, will be covered in 10 weeks. Each unit will be concluded with an in-class dictation to allow students to measure their mastery of the material covered. A quiz will be given after completing units 4 and 8. A final exam will be given after completing unit 10.

Students and Fees:

We will offer different classes according to age and level of knowing Arabic.

Fees will be:

$100.00 for students 18 and up

$75.00 for students under 18

Contacts and Registration:

Website: learnarabicboston.com
e-mail: info@learnarabicboston.com
OR Call: 1-781-301-1913
* Required Text (includes 2 DVDs OR 1 DVD according to the new Edition):

Alif Baa: Introduction to Arabic Letters and Sounds (Paperback) 
by Kristen Brustad (Author), Mahmoud Al-Batal (Author), Abbas Al-Tonsi (Author)
Students shall buy their books. We may offer the book for $45.00.

Grading Policy:
Your grade will be based on the following criteria:

Homework: 35%

Attendance: 25%

Quizzes and class participation: 25%

Final Exam: 15%
 Attendance Policy:
In order to obtain a certificate of completion, you may not miss more than the equivalent of one session (2 hours). Anyone missing more than that will only be eligible to receive a certificate of participation. A certificate of participation will be issued to anyone who attends at least 7 of the 10 classes. Certificates will be issued by the AEBC Training Department.

Pre course Homework: It is very important that you do the following before the course begins. We only have 10 classes to cover 10 units, 2 quizzes and the final exam!

1.
Buy Alif Baa, read the Preface pp. vii-x and Introduction pages 1-8. 
2.
Read all the letters in the introduction section and listen to them on the DVD. 
3.
Study the transliteration chart on p.7. 
4.
Read Culture section “Saying Hello” p. 26 and listen to it on the DVD. 

5.
Read, listen, and write pages 1-27. 

6.
Review Culture “Saying Hello” on p.26 and DVD. 

7.
Come prepared to hand in drills 1-4, 7- 9, 11-12.
Saturday, March 26: (Unit One)
In class: 

· Introductions. Introduction to the course. 
· Presentation and discussion of course objectives and syllabus. 
· Practice the letters and sounds, the greetings on the DVD, “Saying Hello” and transliteration. 
· Dialogue “Ahlan wa Sahlan”. Drills 5, 6, 10, 13, 14.
· Unit 1 dictation
Homework: Read, listen, and write pages 28-39, Come prepared to hand in drills 1-5, 7-8, 10-11. Study the vocabulary on p. 38 and listen to the vocabulary section on the DVD.
